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Our goals for today

Recap the research foundations in 
relation to critical literature review

Understand how theory influences 
critical reading  & research 
methodology



Research is useless–
just give me the degree!

Positioning yourself

Research is too hard –
so much work, so little 

time

Research is boring– 
all these theories are so 

far from reality

Common barriers

Self-fulfilling prophecy 



Research is useless

Positioning yourself

Research is too hard

Research is boring

Touchstones to reframe your thinking:

• All businesses rely on social science 
research to engage in competent 
practice

• No one already knows research. It’s 
something I’ll learn through practice

• It’s challenging for everyone

• Research is relevant to me because it 
allows me to figure out what is 
known about any topic I want to 
study

• If the topic I choose to study is 
important to me, I will be more 
interested in research



Research that “knocks your socks off”

TASK 

1. Give an example of Quantitative and 
Qualitative Research study

2. Discuss why researchers went on to 
conduct the Research study?



Qualitative Research that “knocks your socks off”

Examples from the literature

Alexievich, S. , Selected titles:    (1999)Chernobyl Prayer / Voices from Chernobyl;     ( 1984) War's Unwomanly Face;    (1993) The Last Witnesses: the Book of Unchildlike Stories

Svetlana ALEXIEVICH

Belarusian oral historian and essayist 

Nobel laureate in Literature 2015

traced the fist-hand historical accounts of 
the Soviet and post-Soviet individual 
through carefully constructed collages of 
interviews



Qualitative Research that “knocks your socks off”

Examples from the literature

Tourigny, S. C. (1998). Some new dying trick: African American youths “choosing” HIV/AIDS. Qualitative Health Research, 8(2), 149–167



Qualitative Research that “knocks your socks off”

Examples from the literature

Savelyeva, T. Lee, S. Banack, H ( 2019)  SDG3 Good Health and Wellbeing: Re-calibrating the SDG Agenda. London: Emerald

“ How can UN policy narratives

be used to improve Aboriginal

health and well-being outcomes

in Australia?” 



Research Tools for thinking: concepts, metaphors, labels, perspectives,
models, theories 

Tools for Thinking and Ways of Thinking (critically)

Research Ways of thinking: assumptions, philosophical positions, 
ideologies 



Cohesive scientific process : cyclical

Kielmann, K., Cataldo, F. and Seeley, J. (2012). Introduction to qualitative research methodology: A training manual. UK: DfID & Evidence for Action Research Programme Consortium on HIV Treatment and Care  http://www.dfid.gov.uk/R4D/Output/188391/Default.aspx



Cohesive scientific process: linear

TASK:   List phases of a research process (one on this slide is not accurate J )

Philosophical 

assumptions ResultsResearch 

Hypothe

sis/

Question

Method

Who are  

your 

participa

nts
How 

many 

participa

nts?

Data 

collection

Data 

analysis

Ethnography

Phenomenology

Narrative

Mix method 

etc



it looks on paper
Research is not as linear as

So you may jump around in this  course
to meet your needs

Qualitative Research

Untitled image  adapted from  Ohio State University Libraries (n.d.) Retrieved from: https://ohiostate.pressbooks.pub/choosingsources/front-matter/introduction/. Shared under a CC-BY 4.0 license. https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Think of research 
as an exploration, 
with unexpected 
twists and turns



What is Qualitative Research? Recap the  Foundations

Philosophy of science: What is science?

Ontology -> Epistemology-> Axiology            
->Methodology/ Research Process

Inductive- deductive research processes
Cultural 

Traditions

Worldviews

Beliefs, Values

Meaning of 
Reality



Whatever you believe 
you become

(proverb)



Evaluating Others and Choosing Own Methodological 
Assumptions

• Making methodological assumptions à choices about 
the nature and character of the social world  à Basis of a critical activity 

• Methodological standpoint: System of rules and means to facilitate the collection 
and analysis of data , which provides the starting point (or vise-versa)

• for choosing a most suitable and feasible design and approach,
guided by the  theories, ideas, concepts and definitions of your research topic
 



What is has to do with CLR? “Research Imagination”

• Have a broad view of a topic 

• Be open to ideas regardless of how or where they originated

• Question and scrutinize ideas, methods and arguments regardless 

of who proposed them

• Link different ideas

• Follow ideas to see where they might lead in your scholarly work 
 



Philosophy and Research Process: How  do they fit together?
 

TASK:  Use Handout 1 à 
 to locate the philosophical  
assumptions

Creswell, J & Poth, C. ( 2014) ( 4th Ed. ).Qualitative Inquiry & Research Design: Choosing Among Five Approaches. London: Sage



Why it is important to 
understand & articulate  

the philosophical assumptions 
in research?



Importance of philosophical assumptions

Drive / give direction to research goals 
and outcomes 

Depend on training and research 
experiences

Define evaluative criteria for research-
related decisions



Four philosophical assumptions

Ontological

Epistemological

Axiological

Methodological

Questions Characteristics Examples

What is the nature of reality? Reality is multiple as seen through 
many views. 

In the findings,
the researcher reports different perspectives 

as themes develop

What counts as knowledge? 
How are knowledge claims 

justified? What is the 
relationship between the 
researcher and that being 

researched? 

Subjective evidence is obtained from 
participants; the researcher attempts 

to lessen the distance between 
himself or herself and that being 

researched. 

The researcher relies on quotes as evidence 
from the participant as well as collaborates, 
spends time in field with participants, and 

becomes an “insider.” 

What is the role of values? 

The researcher acknowledges that 
research is value-laden and that 

biases are present in relation to their 
role in the study context. 

The researcher openly discusses values that 
shape the narrative and includes his or her 

own interpretation in conjunction with those 
of participants. 

What is the process of 
research? What is the 
language of research? 

The researcher uses inductive logic, 
studies the topic within its context, 

and uses an emerging design. 

The researcher works with particulars 
(details) before generalizations, describes in 

detail the context of the study, and 
continually revises questions from 

experiences in the field. 
Creswell, J & Poth, C. (2014) ( 3th Ed. ).Qualitative Inquiry & Research Design: Choosing Among Five Approaches. London: Sage  p.54
l



Writing philosophical assumptions into qualitative study

Example 1

Brown,  J., Sorrell, J., McClaren, J. & Creswell, J. (2006). Waiting for a liver transplant.  Qualitative Health Research , 16 (1).119-136 DOI: 10.1177/1049732305284011

In the Phenomenological 
Approach Section

Alongside approach description, 
for the study examining the 
meaning that people with liver 
failure ascribe to the experience of 
waiting for a liver transplant 



Writing philosophical assumptions into qualitative study

Healey, G. (2014) Inuit parent perspectives on sexual health communication with adolescent children in Nunavut: “It's kinda hard for me to try to find the words”, International Journal of Circumpolar Health, 73:1, 25070, DOI: 10.3402/ijch.v73.25070

In the Method Section

within the description of the 
Piliriqatigiinniq Partnership  
Community Health Research 
model

Example 2

p. 134–135 



Writing philosophical assumptions into qualitative study

Example 3

Jungnickel , K. ( 2014). Getting there ... And back: how ethnographic commuting (by bicycle) shaped a study of Australian backyard technologists. Qualitative Research , 14(6) 640–655  DOI: 10.1177/1468794113481792 

Within researcher positionality 
description 

under the heading of 
Positioning the Mobile 
Ethnographer 

p.642



Writing philosophical assumptions into qualitative study

Example 4

Ross, A. & Chiasson, M.W. (2005) A call to (Dis)order: An ethnomethodological study of information technology ‘‘Disruptions’’ in the courtroom. Information and Organization, 15: 203–227.

Within Method Section 

in description of 
ethnomethodology of  
information technology 
disruptions on court 
proceedings 

& 

positioning statement at the 
footnote

p.207-209



Interpretive Frameworks

Paradigms

Theories



Interpretive Frameworks: Our goals

Define paradigm & describe their 
significance

Identify and describe the four 
predominant paradigms underlying  
qualitative research

Define theory & describe the role that 
theory plays in qualitative research



Interpretive Frameworks: Paradigms

“Analytical Lens” = a way of viewing the world

set of common beliefs and 
agreements … from which to 
understand human experience

                       Thomas Kuhn, 1962

Cultural 
Traditions

Worldviews

Beliefs, Values

Meaning of 
Reality

Kuhn, T. (1962). The structure of scientific revolutions. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press



Interpretive Frameworks: Paradigms

Scientific & non-scientific paradigms

Give an example of a non-scientific 
paradigm



Interpretive Frameworks: Sci- & non-Scientific Paradigms

TASK: 
Give an example of a non-scientific 

paradigm

Hint: 
What do you eat for breakfast?



Interpretive Frameworks

Paradigms
• A paradigm is a model of understanding consistently free of 

significant contradictions; even when it isn't, it still works, because 

we can shift in and out of various paradigms, although not always as 

well as we would like.

• It guides our expectations and helps us to sort, organize, and classify 

information.

• It affects the way information is processed by the brain and the types 

of questions we ask when trying to understand the world around us 

incorporating all of the knowledge and experiences we have 

acquired since birth. 

• Our brain uses paradigms to classify, sort, and process information 

received by the senses.

• A paradigm may be personal or cultural, and we each have many 

different paradigms for different contexts.



Interpretive Frameworks: Paradigms

Perceptions, meanings, relationships
• Expectations are focused through learning, learning 

reinforces expectations

• We acquire information through our senses

• We recognize order, repetition, predictability, patterns

• We organize information by comparing it with 

experience

• Experience is the total of previously learned information

• Learning affects our perspective by altering our 

paradigms, which influences what we perceive and 

ultimately alters our perception.

• We see the world very differently as adults than as 

children



Paradigm interpretive frameworks

Postpositivism

Transformative 

(Creswell, 2014)
Postmodernism

Social constructivism

(Interpretivism)

1

3 4

2

Creswell, J & Poth, C. (2018) ( 4th Ed. ).Qualitative Inquiry & Research Design: Choosing Among Five Approaches. London: Sage.

Positivism Pragmatism65

Critical (DeCarlo, 2018)

or



Paradigm interpretive frameworks

Postpositivism

1

premise : a completely objective reality is 
impossible to apprehend 

assumption: research accounts can 
approximate, or at least attempt to 
approximate, an objective truth (may or 
may not occur)

approach: starts with a theory

Post-positivism holds that only 
partially objective accounts of the 
world can be produced, for all 
methods examining such accounts 
are flawed

Denzin & Lincoln 2005, p.27



Postpositivism researchers

• view inquiry as a series of logically related steps

• believe in multiple perspectives from participants rather than a single 
reality

• espouse rigorous methods of qualitative data collection and analysis

• use multiple levels of data analysis for rigor

• employ computer programs to assist in their analysis 

• encourage the use of validity approaches

• write their qualitative studies in the form of scientific reports, with a 
structure resembling quantitative articles 



Paradigm interpretive frameworks

Creswell, J & Poth, C. (2014) ( 4th Ed. ).Qualitative Inquiry & Research Design: Choosing Among Five Approaches. London: Sage
l

premise : reveal multiple realities as 
opposed to search for one objective truth

assumption: research accounts aim to 
understand/interpret multiple truths, 
constructed socially & collectively

approach: generates theory

Constructivism … adopts a 
relativist (relativism) ontology, a 
transactional epistemology, and a 
hermeneutic, dialectical 
methodology. 

Denzin, 1994, p.100

Social constructivism

(interpretivism)



Paradigm interpretive frameworks

Postmodernism

premise : human knowledge is limited

assumption: research claims must be set 
within the conditions of the world today in 
the multiple perspectives of class, race, 
gender, and other group affiliations. 

approach: challenge all other approaches.

common method: interpretive biography

“armchair radicals” who focus their 
critiques on changing ways of 

thinking rather than on calling for 
action based on these change 

 

Thomas, 1993, p. 23 (cited in 
Creswell & Lincoln, 2018)



Paradigm interpretive frameworks

Pragmatism
premise : Truth is what works at the time; not 
connected to ideas or reality.

assumption: research is what works here and 
now, based on the intended consequences & 
research outcomes.

approach: focus on problem & emphasize the 
importance of conducting research that best 
addresses the research problem.

common method: evaluation

The examples … are drawn 
primarily from program 

evaluation, policy analysis, and 
organizational development. The 

emphasis throughout is on 
gathering information and 

generating findings that are useful. 

Patton, 1990

Patton, M. Q. (1990). Qualitative evaluation and research methods (2nd ed.).London:  Sage. 



Paradigm interpretive frameworks

Critical or Transformative 
premise : Truth is neither objective, no value –
free

assumption: research focus on power imbalance, 
inequality, oppression, domination, and social 
change

approach: research is conducted with the 
express goal of changing & empowering 
participants & systems being studied. Results 
include a plan for reform, political debate etc.

common method: participatory ( in collaboration 
with participants), case study.

the “voice” of the participants 
becomes heard throughout the 

research process and the research 
products meaningful for all 

involved 

Creswell & Lincoln, 2017, p. 61



Paradigm interpretive frameworks: Critical or Transformative

https://courses2.cit.cornell.edu/fit117/index.htm



Paradigm interpretive frameworks

DeCarlo, M. ( 2018). Scientific inquiry in social work. Pressbooks Open access  https://scientificinquiryinsocialwork.pressbooks.com/
l



Theory interpretive frameworks

Theory is a systematic set of 

interrelated statements intended 

to explain some aspect of social 

life.

Rubin & Babbie, 2017, p. 615

Paradigms

( ontology, epistemology, axiology, 

methodology levels )

Theories

( specific aspects of a 

phenomena level )

WHY?

HOW?



Theory interpretive frameworks

Feminist theories

Disability theory Queer theory

Critical theory /

Critical race theory
1

3 4

2

Creswell, J & Poth, C. (2014) ( 4th Ed. ).Qualitative Inquiry & Research Design: Choosing Among Five Approaches. London: Sage  l

Social Science Social Justice

Leadership theory, complexity theory, constructivist theory, political influence theory, 

system theory, conflict theory, social exchange theory, control theory, symbolic 

interaction theory 

etc. etc. etc. 



Theory interpretive frameworks

Aims to empower people to transcend the constraints placed on them by race, class, 
and gender 

Central themes

• study of social institutions and their transformations through interpreting the 
meanings of social life

• the historical problems of domination, alienation, and social struggles

• critique of society and the envisioning of new possibilities approach

• opposition to authority

• resistance of subculture youth groups

Critical Theory2



Theory interpretive frameworks

Makarenko, A. (1933/1955) The Road to life . (The Pedagogical Poem) . Moscow: Foreign Languages Publishing House  Available at https://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/makarenko/works/road1/index.html.

Critical Theory in Education Sciences2

Social Pedagogy  

or

Pedagogy for Change

Anton Makarenko

!"#$%#&'()(*+',$
%)#-



Theory interpretive frameworks

Critical Theory in Education Sciences2

Paulo Freire
Critical Pedagogy  

or

Pedagogy for Transformation

Fraire, P. (1970/2000) Pedagogy of the  oppressed. (Trans. by Myra Ramos). London: Continuum

“Pedagogy of 

the Oppressed” 

“Pedagogy of 
the Oppressed” 

1970



Researcher as a  multicultural subject

Fig. 2.1 Situating Philosophy and Interpretive Frameworks within the 

Research Process

Philosophical Assumptions and Interpretive Frameworks 

Research Strategies and Approaches

Methods of  Data Collection and Analysis

Practice and Politics of Evaluation and Interpretation

• History and research tradition

• Concepts of self and others

• Ethics and politics of research

• Postpositivism

• Social Constructivism

• Transformative Frameworks

• Postmodernism

• Pragmatism

• Critical theories

• Feminist/Queer/Disability theories

Ontological

Epistemological

Axiological

Methodological

• Research Design

• Case study (-ies)

• Ethnography, participant observation,

performance ethnography

• Phenomenology, ethnomethodology

• Grounded theory

• Life history, testimonio

• Action research

• Clinical Research

• Historical method

• Observing

• Interviewing

• Focus group interviewing

• Artifacts,documents,records

• Visual methods

• Autoethnography, applied 

ethnography

• Oral history

• Data management methods

• Computer-assisted analysis

• Content, narrative,discourse, 

thematic analysis; 

grounded theory, Interpretive 

Phenomenological  Analysis 

(IPA) 

• Criteria for judging adequacy

• Practices and politics of 

interpretation

• Writing as interpretation

• Evaluation traditions

• Policy analysis

• Applied research

What 
perspectives & 
experiences do 

you bring to 
your research?

How do your 
beliefs guide 

your actions as a 
researcher?

How your philosophy 
and theory inform your 

choice of research 
approach?

In what ways 
your research 

approach 
influences  
the data 

collection and 
analysis? 

What contributes 
to your decisions 
related to rigor, 
inferences, and 
use of findings?

+ Handout

Fig. 2.1 Situating Philosophy and 
Interpretive Frameworks within the 

Research Process



Why We Conduct Research?



EXERCISE

 Answer the question:

Why to conduct a research project?



Reasons to conduct intellectual projects

• what do you  find interesting, important, or right or wrong about the aspect of the 
social world you are investigating?

• whom do you wish to inform? 

MAKE IT CLEAR:

EXAMPLE: read the claim

‘our findings show that it has been a bad year for the policy sector’ 

Can we evaluate this claim? whose interests the authors are presenting?

What’s the  research topic? what a researcher is trying to achieve? 

If you are policy activist– good year!

If you are  policy maker – bad year indeed 



Types of intellectual projects (4) based on  outcomes – Where do you stand?

• Knowledge-for-understanding – attempting to develop theoretical and research 
knowledge from a relatively impartial standpoint. The rationale is to understand 
(rather than change) practice and policy or underlying ideologies. 

• Knowledge-for-critical evaluation – attempting to develop theoretical and 
research knowledge from an explicitly negative standpoint towards existing 
practice and policy. The rationale is to criticize and expose the prevailing 
ideology, arguing why it should be rejected and sometimes advocating 
improvement according to an alternative ideology. 

• Knowledge-for-action – attempting to develop practice-relevant theoretical and 
research knowledge, taking a positive standpoint towards practice and policy. The 
rationale is to inform efforts aimed at generating and implementing policies to 
improve practice, within the prevailing political ideology. 

• Training – attempting, through guidance, training and consultancy, to impart 
practice knowledge and associated skills, taking a positive standpoint towards 
practice and policy. The rationale is directly to improve practice within the 
prevailing ideology. 



Types of intellectual projects (4) based on  outcomes – Where do you stand?

• Yours may still be emerging, but the authors whose texts you read is likely to be 
fully formed 

• Can gain useful insights !

• Authors rarely state what their intellectual project is, and may not very explicit 
about the outcomes that they are trying to achieve . 

Places to check:

• Title, chapter headings, or subtitles 

• Abstract 

• Introduction 

• Conclusion 



What the main intellectual project in the research? Look for:

Reasons for undertaking the study – how authors’ explicit or implicit values about 
some aspect of the social world, their theorizing, research methodology and methods 
may affect their focus and the nature of the knowledge claims they make

Typical mode of working – which kinds of knowledge authors are attempting to 
develop and how they make use of different types of literature

Value stance towards the aspect of the social world they are studying – authors’ 
attitudes towards policy and practice and towards attempts to improve them

Value governing the significance of the study focus – whether this aspect of the social 
world is intrinsically interesting, or is instrumentally important, so relevant activity 
should be challenged, or improvement should be sought



What the main intellectual project in the research? Look for:

Values about what is right or wrong – applied to the behaviour of different groups 
involved in this aspect of the social world, and the consequences for them

Typical question or questions they ask about the social world – which aspects authors 
are attending to or ignoring, and the focus of the answers they are offering

Assumptions about the place of theoretical knowledge in the study – how authors 
employ any explicit definition of concepts, and the extent to which they are drawing 
ideas from the social sciences or from practical experience

Types of literature produced – the kinds of knowledge authors are attempting to create, 
and where they publish

Target audience to influence – the people whose thinking or actions authors wish to 
influence by convincing them to accept the authors’ argument



Types of intellectual projects

HANDOUT



Types of intellectual projects –cont’d

HANDOUT
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